beFREE!Coalition 

June 12, 2008 Minutes 

Attendees: 

Adults (9): Jane Roche, Sue Hadley, Ron Foisy, Dorothy Maruska, Howie Belsky, Eileen Disch, Peter Hubbe, Matt Overholt, Doug Rancourt

Youth (10):  Tim Braga, Allie Panetta, Greg Hadley, Christina Wigglesworth, Patrick Maruska, Lauren MacIntosh, Aaron Brug, Cam Linares, Kylie Wyman, Maggie Grabmeier, Stephanie Hadley

BeFree! Coalition and Youth Commission Connection: 

Jane & Sue gave an update of their discussion with Ron Foisy and Nadine Stewart about the connection of the two groups. The two groups utilize many of the same volunteers and have complementary missions. The advantages of connecting are:

· We can work together to secure funding for future staffing

· It would provide us a financial mechanism to receive money

· Make us eligible for grants that require you to be part of a governmental entity

The following organizational proposal was presented to the group and approved:

The beFREE! Coalition would become a committee of the Youth Commission. We would have a member of  beFREE! represent us on the Youth Commission as a formal member of the Commission. beFREE! would maintain its separate identity and continue to manage itself.

Grant Priorities: Utilizing input from the coalition at the May meeting, Jane and Sue presented the attached list of priorities for the remainder of the grant. The end date for the grant will most likely be extended to the end of October. Howie suggested that we might want to use some of our $ to purchase the DVD: DUI-The Hard Truth. He regularly runs a training program based on this DVD and would be willing to do that as part of the coalition’s work. It was suggested that we connect with the Driver Ed organization, the Teacher’s Driving Academy to see if it might be appropriate to use as part of their program.

Committee Sign-ups for Next Year: Sue handed out a sign up sheet for some of next years projects. The sign up sheet is attached for those who did not have a chance to sign up can do so. There may be more projects than the ones on the list but these are the ones identified to date.

Senior Recognition: We thanked Allie, Lauren and Christina for their hard work and dedication to the beFREE! project. We couldn’t have done this work without them and we wish them all best as they go off to Holy Cross, Bridgewater and Emmanuel.

Open Issues: We still have to set meeting schedules for next year. It was suggested that we keep the same day of the week each month rather than alternating the day.

Grant Priorities

Coalition Sustainability

· Membership

· Relationship with Youth Commission

· Website

· Meeting Location

Parent Coffees

· Marketing Plan

· Distribution List Management

· Document Process

· Summarize coffee feedback suggestions and identify actions

Fall Activities

· Athlete & parent event

· Prescription Drug drop-off

· Sketch out calendar for youth activities

Curriculums

· Alcohol EDU (Freshman, as part of wellness requirement)

· Class Action (potential elective in high school)

· ATLAS: For athletes, used as part of Captain’s Council

Restorative Justice

· Plan Next Step
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