Minutes of 4/17/2008 BeFREE! Coalition Meeting
Attendees: Christina Wigglesworth, Lauren MacIntosh, Allie Panetta,Connor Sheridan, Steph Hadley, Greg Hadley, Jane Roche, Sue Hadley, Jill Leach, John Barclay

Nick Levine Presentation: Connor gave an overview of the Nick Levine presentation. The feedback has been very positive. Joan Clowes, adjustment counselor, has indicated that she received a lot of positive feedback. Sue is working on a formal feedback mechanism. The one suggestion that was made was that we need to help him be more cognizant of time so that he doesn’t run out of time like he did in the first presentation to the junior class. It was suggested that we bring Nick back every two years for the juniors and seniors. We need a different speaker for juniors and sophomores. It was suggested that Sam Sennet, Rob Sennet’s son, might be a potential speaker.

It was brought up that we used to have a Captain’s Council for sports and that we may want to reinstate that. It was suggested that athletic leaders need to speak up and take leadership in the area of alcohol and drugs.
Youth Activities Update: Sue gave an overview of Green Ribbon Week. She feels that next year it would be good to have more activities during the day that were engaging for the kids. The upcoming events are karaoke night on April 18 at the YMCA, the acoustic coffee house on May 16 and the end of the year celebration at the YMCA on June 13 (date may need to be changed).
Parent Coffee Update:  Jane gave an update on the Parent Coffees held to date.  Six coffees have been held to date with 70 parents participating. A number of additional coffees are scheduled. Feedback has been very positive.
Membership: We reviewed our active member list and discussed where we needed to enhance it. Areas we highlighted for new members:

Students: We clearly need to add more students since we are losing a lot of seniors. We felt that we could look to the Peer Leaders, SADD, The Youth Commission Club and the Diversity Club as potential sources for student members.

Businesses. Ron Foisey represents the Chamber of Commerce but we have no other business represntation. One option is to recruit Robb Phipps since he expressed an interest in supporting out effort. Jane will talk to Robb. Another suggestion was to get someone from Liberty Mutual.

Faith Community: Three possibilities are St. John’s, St. Pauls and the Congregational Church.

Schools: Jill said that she would work on trying to recruit additional school staff.

 Parks & Rec: Sue will talk to Mike Priete to see if he is interested in joining.

Other Youth Organizations: Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Youth soccer, lacrosse, baseball, basketball, hockey.

Environmental Strategies: Because of the small number of attendees, we decided to postpone this item to another time.
