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“be FREE!” Project 
Coalition Minutes

10/25/07
Attendees: James Paras, Kylie Wyman, Maggie Grabmeier, Greg Hadley, Christina Wigglesworth, Lauren McIntosh, Allie Panetta, Tim Braga, Stephanie Hadley, Nicole Wigglesworth, Jean Bertschmann, Sue Hadley, Jill Leach, Jane Roche, John Barclay, Howie Belsky, Renée Cammarata.
Updates:

· The Polyarts booth went very well. There were fun activities to attract people; face painting, trivia game to test people’s knowledge of drug and alcohol issues. A large number of pamphlets were handed out. Thanks to everyone who helped make the booth a success.

· A Parent Survey has been sent out with 20 questions to Hopkins, Middle, and High school parents. The data will be collected in about two weeks. Special thanks to Christina who typed up a lot of the info and the advisory board that helped decide on the target areas.  The advisory board included John McCarthy, Jean Bertschmann, Dr. Cheryl Kelly (adolescent physician), Chief Irvin, Jill Leach, Dr. Lynch, & Martha Starr. 

· Parent Coffees – Jane Roche and Linda Katz will attend the facilitators training on November 6 and 13. 


· Medical Community Outreach – Dorothy is working on getting brochures out to the local medical community.

· Education – Guiding Good Choices has started with 23 families participating. Jane Cook and Debby Arienti are facilitating it and it is going well. We just purchased Protecting You, Protecting Me for grades 1-5. Wellness teachers will go through training this year.

Future Projects:

· Sticker Shock will be done again this Fall/Winter. The chairs are Kylie Wyman and Maggie Grabmeier and Sue Hadley will provide the adult supervision along with Jill Leach.

· Membership – Howie and Maggie will be working on this. We need parents of elementary parents. Jill Leach will look at putting something in the Runner and the elementary school newsletters. We also need visibility on school websites. We need each member to personally invite a new member to join.


· HBO Addiction – The purpose of this project is to increase awareness. We need to begin framing what an event or events might look like in Hopkinton. Howie is interested in being a panel member. We need a couple of adults to be involved in planning this.

· Social Event – Sue Hadley, Christina, Allie, are working on putting together a community social event such as bowling or ice skating.


Community Partnerships: We did a quick review of these initiatives. 


· Business Community – Sticker Shock, Chamber of Commerce connection
· Medical Community – Distribution of brochures
· Scouts – Implementing research-based curriculum “All Stars Jr. Community”
· HPTA – Help us get younger folks involved
· YMCA – Renée, John & Ron met to discuss how the Y could be involved in this work. As a start, On November 11, the teens from the coalition will do a full day ropes course at the Y that will include a discussion on how they might see the Y being used by teens in Hopkinton.

Next Meeting: Focus on structure, funding, and next steps.
